DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

have the dossier complete without chance of omissions.
It was the material on which she meant to base her
justification of her husband and herself. These letters
would be safe among the Queen's papers at Windsor
till the time was ripe for their embodiment in her
projected book.

This book was never written, and the letters them-
selves were kept at Windsor, where the last of the series
was sent in the autumn of 1900. The Queen died in
January, 1901, and next month King Edward VII,
with Sir Frederick Ponsonby accompanying him as
secretary, went to his sister's house at Gronberg,
where she was dying of cancer, to see her for the last
time. This collection of her letters, as was presently
apparent, was then in her possession, and it seems a
certain inference that she had asked for them to be
sent her after her mother's death (when, as the writer
of them, they would on request be returned to her),
in order that she might begin to go through them
herself for the compilation of the life of her husband
which should be a refutation of Bismarck's lies.

She was in constant and agonizing pain, relieved
only by injections of morphia, after which there were
periods when she was herself again. In one of these
remissions she sent for her godson, Sir Frederick
Ponsonby, talked to him for a while with eager ani-
mation and then suddenly asked him to take her
letters back with him to England. She charged him
to tell nobody of this : it was above all important that
her son should not get hold of them nor know what
had happened to them. Sir Frederick promised to do
what she wished, and she said she would send these
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